FORIM

French Plateform of migrations international solidarity organisations 

General presentation 
FORIM is a national platform gathering networks, unions and groups of migrations international solidarity organisations (OSIM) in integration actions in France and development ones abroad. It is a French association governed by the law of 1901. It was created in March 2002. 

Today it represents, at a national level, some 700 associations intervening in Africa, Caribbean islands and the Pacific (Indian Ocean).

FORIM is the culmination of two working groups that have successively worked within the Cooperation and Development Commission (this Commission was presided by the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, which enhances cooperation between the government and the NGOs involved in cooperation actions with countries of the South).

 
The creation of the FORIM reflects the desire to stress migrant people’s dual citizen involvement. It focuses on taking into account the contribution from migrant people both to the promotion of integration in France, cultural exchanges and the development of their countries of origin carrying out cooperation projects overseas.  

The FORIM belongs to the French civil society. It is for instance member of Coordination SUD (the French national Coordination of NGO’s working on solidarity, emergency and development). It is also member of the French platform for development education and international solidarity : EDUCASOL. 

The FORIM has become a unique and exemplary institution as a forum for dialogue on development assistance policy between migrants’ associations and French administrations. It also helps for a better integration of migrant people in both places by fostering their cooperation with members of civil society, regional and local authorities and governments in the North as well as in the South. 

Objectives : 
· To identify the migrations international solidarity organisations (OSIM) and ensure their representation in national associative bodies, governmental ones and in all other interested institutions. 

· To put forward the contribution of OSIM for international cooperation and to affirm their involvement in the development of their countries of origin and their positive role for integration in France. 

· To be a place for exchanges, advices and shared information so that OSIM can acquire knowledge and skills required in international cooperation, local development and for the fight against any form of exclusion and discrimination on the both sides.  

· To facilitate networking and to promote joint actions between OSIM and international solidarity organisations, local authorities and governments.  

· To foster OSIM’s access to various development support systems in France, Europe or internationally and to value their support in international cooperation and integration in France. 


Actions and programs : 

Ongoing projects are : 

- Setting up an observatory (including a database on the migrations international solidarity organisations), a resource centre to build an information and orientation pole for OSIM and other actors interested in OSIM’s actions. 

- Developing communication tools and organising seminars. 

- Setting up a programme for exchanges and training to reinforce OSIM’s intervention capacities by organising training sessions aiming to enhance their skills and those of their members. The programme also aims to boost the OSIM’s participation in different meetings organised at national and international level with a view to promoting exchanges and developing a partnership between the international solidarity organisations, civil society and government. 

- Developing a program of support and reinforcement of OSIM’s networks.  

- Organizing consultations of groups of OSIM working for integration, insertion, fighting against discriminations and intervening for international solidarity. 
- Animating a work group composed by youth people issued from immigration to work for the recognition of their specific contribution and their dual citizenship. Organising regional and national meetings on this theme.
- Animating a working group on the theme of gender and migrations and work for taking into account the issue of gender in different activities and particularly in the associative life and for promoting the recognition of migrant women’s associations and their contribution in both countries. 
- Organizing thematic meetings to discuss exchange and think about problems linked to integration and/or development. 
- Animating a working group on the theme of qualified diasporas : this group aims to mobilise expertise from qualified Diasporas in favour of the development in the countries of origin. 

- Developing a program to support OSIM projects (PRA/OSIM). PRA/OSIM is an experimental system for accompanying and co-financing local development projects of the migrations international solidarity organisations and conducted in Priority Solidarity Zone countries, apart for Mali and Senegal. This program receives a State budget appropriation of €15,000 and is managed in collaboration with the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Catholic Committee against Hunger and for Development (CCFD). 

- Support and sponsor projects proposed by youth people applying for VVVSI and JSI programs of the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
- Working for the contribution of OSIM in advocacy campaigns in France and in other countries, participating in Social Forums and working with research bodies on official development aid, decentralised cooperation, savings and sustainable development, etc. 

- Participating in development education campaigns. 

Members : 
Members organized according to their country of origin : 
Algeria 

Solidarité Médicale (Soli-Med)

Touiza Solidarité
Benin 

Conseil des Béninois de France (CBF)
Burkina Faso 

Union des Associations Burkinabés de France (UABF)
Cambodia
Centre de Formation géré par la Diaspora Cambodgienne en France (CEFODIA-CKN)

Comores 

Fédération des Associations Comoriennes de France (FACOF)
Union des Femmes Comoriennes de France (UFCF)

Guinea
Association des Jeunes Guinéens de France (AJGF)

Coordination des Associations Guinéennes de France (CAGF)

Guinea Bissau 

Confédération des Associations Bissau-Guinéennes de France (CAGF)

Haiti 

Plateforme d’Associations Franco-Haïtiennes (PAFHA)

Laos 
Organisation Laotienne des Ressources Edifiées pour la Coopération (OLREC)

Madagascar 

Hetsika Diaspora (HD)

Mali 

Haut Conseil des Maliens de l’Extérieur Section France (HCME)

Morocco 

Immigration Développement Démocratie (IDD)

Migrations et Développement (M&D)

Mauritania 

Réseau des Associations Mauritaniennes en Europe (RAME)

Central African Republic  

France Afrique Université Entreprise (FA/UE)
Rwanda 
Communauté Rwandaise de France (CRF)

Senegal 

Comité de Suivi du Symposium des Sénégalais de l’Extérieur (CSSSE)

Vietnam 

Union Générale des Vietnamiens de France (UGVF)

Members organized according to a region or a thematic : 
Collectif des Organisations pour la Lutte contre l'Exclusion et pour l'Insertion des Jeunes (COLEIJ)

Comité Immigration Développement Sahel (Comité IDS)

Fédération des Associations Franco-Africaines de Développement (FAFRAD)
Fédération des Initiatives des Femmes Africaines de France et d’Europe (Fédération IFAFE)
Groupement d'Intérêt Solidaire et d'Echange Equitable (GISEE/ERSIE)
Centre d’Education et de Formation Interculturel (CEFIR)
Rencontre Internationale des Femmes Noires (RIFEN)

Réseau des Associations pour le Développement du Bassin du Fleuve Sénégal (RADBFS)
Union d'Entraide du Golfe (UNEG)

To contact us :
Address : 14, Passage Dubail 75010 Paris (France)
Phone: + 33 (0)1 44 72 02 88 or + 33 (0)1 46 07 61 80
Fax : + 33 (0)1 42 09 13 98

E-mail : forim@forim.net

Website : www.forim.net
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